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THE PREFACE. 


T will be ſeen that nothing could 

have been more unexpected than a 
call to preach this Sermon. But ſuch 
an opportunity of impreſſing the minds 
of my congregatian with juſt ſenti- 
ments concerning death and the proper 
buſineſs of life, I thought was not to 
be neglected, and their partiality pre- 
vailed upon me to publiſh what 1 com- 
poſed for their uſe. It was alſo a tri- 
bute that I thought was due to the 
memory of a very worthy, and a very 
extraordinary man, though one with 
whom I had no previous acquaintance. 


The Editor of the work that Mr. 
Robinſon was printing at the time of 
his death will, I doubt not, be able to 

give ſome more particulars of his life 
than I am acquainted with, and alſo a 
correct account of his publications, 
Being of a ſtudious turn, and having 
acquired a habit of compoſition, it is 
| NS” probable 
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probable that, if he had lived long, he 
would have written much; and it can- 
not be. queſtioned but that the public 
would have derived great benefit from 
tis labours. But, by his own account 
to me, he had not reached his fifty- 


fourth year. 


As this is not a proper funeral Ser- 
mom, delivered in the preſence of Mr. 
Robinſon's tamily and friends, but was 
the reſult of the impreſſions made at 
the place where he died, it by no 
means ſuperſedes {ſuch a "5 TL as Is 
uſually given in the place where a de- 
ceaſed miniſter has preached. 


| Whoever be employed on that 
mournful occaſion, I join my prayers 
with his, that the great Being who 1s 
the Father of the fatherleſs, and the 
widow's God, may comfort all who 
mourn on this occaſion, and that Mr. 
Robinſon's place, as paſtor of the con- 
gregation, may be filled by another 
cqually qualified, and equally aſſiduous 
in f diſcharging the duties of it. 


May 
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May all miniſters of the goſpel, of 
every denomination, devote themſelves, 
as he did, to the ſervice of the congre- 
gations e . to their care. Like 
him, and like Paul before him, may 
they not ſhun (Acts xx. 27) to declare 
the whole _ of God, and feed the 
flocks over which they are overſeers; 
that when the chief Shepherd ſhall ap- 
pear, they may receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. 


— 


— —— 


The following Extracts from a letter 
Juſt received from one of Mr. Robinſon's 
family and congregation will gratify my 
readers, and ſerve as an authority for 
ſome of the particulars advanced in the 
Sermon. 


« Cheſterton, June 12, 1790. 
«© Mr. Robinſon has been decaying 


[though we were too fond of him to 
ſuffer ourſelves to believe it) for the 
whole of the paſt twelve months. 
He has not enjoyed one day's health 

all that time, though, as he told his 


Phy- 
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phyſician, he had not felt an 
dily pain. He became by ſlow and 
-imperceptible degrees greatly debili- 
tated; but ftill we had no idea of fo 
fudden a diflotution. He had pro- 
miſed himſelf much pleafure from an 
interview with you. We had filled 
our minds with the moſt agreeable 
expectations from this journey to Bir- 
mingham, both on his health and ſpi- 
rits. But the hopes of all are blaſted, 
and inſtead of the beneficial effects 
which we had foretold (fo oppoſite 
has been the plan of the ALL-wiss to 
our views) that it ſeems as if he had 
gone from home only to die. Is it 
not difficult under ſuch circumſtances 
to fay, The will of the Lord be done: 9 
But this our religion demands, and it 
is in the exerciſeè of religion only that 

we can receive conſolation.” 


any bo- 


<« Mr. Robinſon ſeems to have died 
exactly, as, in the poſſeſſion of perfect 
health, we have often heard him expreſs 


a wiſh that he ** die---ſuddenly-- 
ſoftly 
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foftly--and alone! His wiſhes were al 
waysa law to his family, and they feel 
themſelves, on this principle, much 
reconciled to the manner of his death. 
May we make them the-laws of our 
conduct i in every other W 


Mr. Robinſon was a truly great 
man. He has left in the hearts of all 
his friends impreſſions which will 
never be obliterated, His life laid 

reat numbers under obligations of 
the higheſt kind, whoſe boſams his. 
decesſe will fill . the deepeſt re- 
gret. No man eyer taught with fa 
much effect the benevolence and ſim- 
plicity of chriſtianity, nor followed 
the ſteps of his great maſter with more. 
pleaſure and fidelity, For many years, 
but eſpecially for the laſt two or-three 
of his lite, he taught the doctrine of 
the unity of the great Cauſe of all 
things, expreſſly and effectually. I 
have often wiſhed that a more inti- 
mate connection had ſubſiſted be- 


tween you and him. 1 am fure it 
would 


Viil THE PREFACE. 


would have been attended with much 
mutual pleaſure, and, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, with great benefit to mankind at 
large. He certainly poſſeſſed the fin- 
eſt powers of criticiſm, judgment, 
reaſoning, and elocution; but he had 
not room for the excrete of his abili- 
ties, and the world will never know 
what they have loſt in him. But I am 
not going to write his eulogium. You 
will forgive this tribute to the me- 
mory of my moſt excellent and affec- 
tionate friend.“ | 


« We wiſh that you would take as 
large a ſhare as is convenient in the mi- 
niſterial part of the funeral ſervice, 
and that you will, if there be no im- 
propriety in it, preach and print a 
ſermon on the ſad occaſion.” 


ERRATUM—P, 15, I. laſt, for think, read thing. 


ASE RM ON, 


A 


8 E R M O N, Kc. 


— 


BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT, WHOM HIS 
LORD, WHEN HE COMETH, SHALL FIND 80 


DOING, | 3 
| | MATT. xxiv. 46. 


A Very recent event, with which none of 

you can be unacquainted, or unaffect- 
ed, has drawn my attention to the words 
that I have read to you; and I hope it 
will not be unprofitable, if I take this op- 
portunity of enlarging a little on ſuch re- 
flections as they have ſuggeſted, 


It is, indeed, an extraordinary caſe, that 
the perſon who, ſo lately as the laſt Lord's- 
day, addreſſed you from this very pulptt, 
ſhould have died in little more than two 
days after, and that another ſhould be now 
addrefling you on the occaſion. Mr. Ro- 
binſon had, indeed, laboured for ſome time 
under a diſorder which had greatly weaken- 
B ed 
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ed him. But ſtill much vigour remained; 
ſo that, judging by appearances, he might 
have recovered, or at leaſt have continued 
a long time. But after ſpending Tueſday 
in ſeemingly better health and ſpirits than 
he had done ſince his arrival among us, 
after eating his ſupper on the evening of 
that day with as much appetite as uſual, 
and retiring without any complaint, he was 
found dead in his bed the next morning; 
and, by what was obſerved, he muſt have 
expired pretty early in the might. He had 
not himſelf, it was evident, any apprehen- 
fion of his life being in danger ; and though 
1t appears that his friends had for him, it 
was by no means of ſuch immediate danger. 


What is more particularly awful, and 
inſtructive, in the event, is its being fo 
ſudden, and, conſequently, ſo wunexpefed. 

Happy will it be for us, if like him, we be 

found always ready, that whenever it ſhall 

pleaſe God to call us hence by death, we 
may have done the duties, of life, and re- 
ceive the bleſſing pronounced upon the 
faithful ſervant in my text, whom his Lord, 
after a time of abſence, found doing what he 
had been ordered to do. 


As 
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As the parable is an inſtructive one, I 
ſhall recite the particulars of it. Our Lord, 
after foretelling the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, and alſo his own coming to judge 
the world (the time of which he himſelf 
did not know, but only that it would be 
ſudden and unexpected, like the coming of 
the flood upon the old world) exhorted his 
hearers to watchfulneſs, Therefore, ſays he, 
be ye alſo ready, becauſe in ſuch an hour as ye 
think not the ſon of man cometh. Who then is 
that faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his lord 
| hath made ruler over his houſehold, to give 
them meat in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed is that ſer- 
vant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find 
fo doing; that is ſuperintending his affairs, 
and thoſe who were employed under him. 
Verily, I jay unto you, he will make hi m ruler 
over all his goods. But if that evil ſervant 
ſhall ſay in his heart, my lord delayeth his com- 
ing, and ſhall begin to ſmite his fellow-ſer- 
vants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
the Lord of that ſervant fhall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and ſhall cut him aſun- 
der, and appoint him his portion with the hypo- 
crites. There fhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth. 7 55 | 

B 2 This 
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This, my brethren, repreſents the ſitua- 
tion of all mankind. We are all the ſervants 
of Ged, and of Chriſt. We have all a cer- 
tain duty appointed us to do; and, having 
received our inſtructions, we are for the 
preſent left to our own conduct, our maſter 
not appearing to give us any farther direc- 
tions, or interfering in the leaſt with us. 
But the time will certainly come when we 
ſhall be called to give an account of our 
conduct; and we ſhall then receive accord- 
ing to it. And this time is quite uncertain, 
on purpoſe, no doubt, that we ſhould be 
always on our guard. For with reſpect to 
us, after death comes the judgment. Then 
the time of our probation. expires, and the 
books of our account are ſhut up; there 
being vo work, or deviſe, po wiſdom, or know- 
ledge, in the grave, whither we are all haſting. 

And when we awake at the general reſurrec- 
tion, it will only be to receive ſentence ac- 
cording to what we have done, whether it 
ſhall have been good, or whether it hall 


have been evil. 


In theſe circumſtances well may we cry 
out with the apoſtle Peter, What manner of 
perſons ought we all- oe us to be, in all holy con- 

j verſation 
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verſation and godlineſs. Certainly, we ſhould 
live as thoſe who expect to die. Becauſe, 
die we muſt; and this care ſhould be un- 
remitted, becauſe none of us can tell when 
it will be, We cannot tell what a ſingle 
day, or even an hour, may bring forth. But 
though this event be unfixed with reſpect to 
our knowledge of it, it is abſolutely fixed in 
itſelf, and with reſpect to God. For he has 
not only appointed to all men once to die, but, 
as we read in the book of Job, There is an 
appointed time to every man upon earth.—He 
has fixed bounds which we can neither paß, nor 
remove. | 


On this intereſting ſubject, I ſhall make 
a few obſervations, 


1. All men naturally put off in their 
own thoughts the time of their death, and 
ſecretly flatter themſelves with the hope of 
long life. Though they ſee others, in the 
lame circumſtances with themſelves, called 
away by death every day, ſome by diſeaſes, and 
others by ſudden accidents; and though theſe 
events ſometimes give them alarm, it pre- 
ſently vaniſhes, and they reſume their former 


projects, which often look far into futurity, 
with 
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with as much confidence as ever; and they 
begin that to-day, which cannot be complet- 


ed 1 in many. years to come. 


pane this deluſion, as it may be called, is 
n the whole a happy one. For without 
it the buſineſs of life would not be done 
to any purpoſe. If any man was to know 
that he ſhould certainly die to-morrow, or 
within any ſhort and limited time, he would 
undertake nothing great, and that would 
benefit poſterity. Or, though ſome might 
have the magnanimity to do this, ſuch gene- 
rous principles, and extenſive views, are not 
to be expected of mankind i in general. They 
hope to enjoy the fruits of their labour, and 
their efforts would languiſh if they thought 
that they were only labouring for others. 


The labours even of literary men, which 
are deſigned to reach poſterity, would be 
entered upon with much leſs vigour, and be 


executed with much leſs ſpirit, and conſe- 
quently would not have the ſame effect, if 


the authors were to know that they ſhould die 
as ſoon as they were accompliſhed, without 
having any opportunity of knowing how they 


were received. Mr. Robinſon had finiſhed, 
and 
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and nearly printed off, a large work *, which 
J doubt not will be very valuable, and ſerve 


the cauſe of truth and of mankind; and his 


long continued attention to it was pro- 


bably one of the remote cauſes of his ill- 


neſs and death. But can we ſuppoſe that 
he would have ever undertaken it; if he had 
foreſeen how ſhort a time he had to live? 
Such labour and perſeverance are not to be 
expected of men who have death in continual 
and certain proſpect. The idea of long life 
is abſolutely neceſſary for theſe. important 
purpoſes; and for this reaſon, no doubt, it 
has pleaſed divine providence to keep death, 
as it were, out of our fight, and that, in a 


general way, the near approach of it ſhould 
ſurprize us, 


2. The proper preparation for death does not 
at all depend upon our continual thinking of 
it. It would not only imbitter the enjoyment, 
but obſtruct the labours, of life. Let men 
only purſue the buſineſs of this life properly, 


and without particularly thinking of an- 


other, they will always be ready for it. Let 


* It js a Hiſtory of Baptiſm, a large volume-in quarto, 


printed by ſubſcription; and which, it is hoped, the friends. 


of free inquiry and literary merit will encourage. 


* men 


- 4... W 
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men do what is right and honourable, what is 
beneficial to their families, their country, and 
the world, and at the ſame time cultivate a 
ſpirit of piety and gratitude to God, and a 
dependance upon his providence; and then let 
them freely indulge their views to the ut- 
moſt bounds of human life, or- beyond it. 
It will only give the greater extent, and the 
greater energy, to their purſuits. And 
though they ſhould be carried off the ſtage 
before they have accompliſhed half their 
undertakings, death will find them prepared, 
and others may finiſh what they have begun. 
By this means, alſo, they themſelves will do. 
more than men of narrower views will be: 
TR of, 


It 6 A doubt, highly neceſſary that men 
ſhould know that they are to die, that there 
is another world after this, and that they 
| ſhould be informed what courſe of ations 
will prepare them to exchange one ſtate for 
another to the greateſt advantage, that by 
this means they may form to' themſelves pro- 
per maxims for their conduct in life. It is 
alſo expedient that men ſhould think of 
death, and another world, ſo much as is ne- 
ceſſary to make them adhere to thoſe maxims. 

e os ; But 
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But an 1 expreſs attention to them occaſionally, 
in a calm hour, when the buſineſs of the 
day, or of the week, is over, will impreſs 
them upon the mind as much as is neceſſary 
for the purpoſe; ſo that we may never 
wholly loſe ſight of them, and they may 
habitually influence our conduct, and keep 
us in the right path of life. And this 
they may do, though in the time of action 
they be not attended to at all. | 


Thus, if a man have a journey to perform, 
it is ſufficient that he think of the object 
of it, ſo as to take his meaſures properly, 
before he ſets out. But after this he may 
purſue. his journey, and with ſpirit too, 
though he ſhould give but little attention to 
the end or uſe of it. The moment that he 
ſhould take a wrong road, he would recollect 
himſeif and recover the ene one. 


Such 18 the buſineſs of life. | Whetever 
our | hand findeth to-do; if it be only right in 
itſelf, and proper for us to do, we ſhould 
do it with all our might, giving our whole 
attention to it. But this we could not do 

F C . 
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if, at the ſame time, we were continually in- 
terrupted with the thought of death and 
another world. Thoughts of this kind 


would be as foreign to our proper object, 


and as much obſtruct our endeavours after 
it, as the thinking about any other thing. 


The conſtant idea of death would both 
diminiſh our ardour in the proper buſineſs 
of life, and lead to that fear of it, which, 
as Paul ſays, ſubjefts a man to perpetual 
bondage. Let us only be careful to act as 
becomes accountable creatures, act the up- 
right and honourable part in life, do our 
duty with reſpect to God and our fellow- 
creatures, and then, whether we think of 


death or not, it will never find us unprepar- 


ed. It may be unexpected, but it will never 


be unwelcome. 


It 5 indeed, of all things to be deſired, 


that death ſhould come when we leaſt think 


of it; becauſe it ſpares us much diſtreſſing 


and uſeleſs apprehenſions Let the beſt 


* Since this ſermon was delivered J have "ok eee 
ed that it was always the wiſh of Mr. Robinſon that his 


death might be ſudden, This was alfo the wiſh of Dr. 
Webs Taylor 
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of men know that he ſhall certainly die at 
any particular period. Let it be after a 
week, a month, a year, or any certain num 
ber of years, and he would not be half 
ſo happy in that week, month, or year, as 
he would be with the idea of the poſſibility 
of its being after many years, though with 
the poſſibility alſo of its coming within 
a ſingle day. 


In conſe of a man's knowing the 
exact time of his death, he would, no doubt, 
think of it continually, and he would ſpend 
much time m meditation and prayer. But 
this 1s not the proper buſineſs of human 
life. Meditation and prayer are only the 
means to a certain end; and it 1s very poſ- 
ſible, in this as in other caſes, to give too 
much time and attention to the means, and 
thereby neglect the end. 


If the frequent thinking of death, joined 
with inceſſant reading, meditation, and prayer, 


Taylor of Norwich and afterwards of Warrington, and 


they were both found dead in their beds, when thare 


was no apprehenſion of immediate danger, in either of their 
caſes . f 


Ea: were 


have had an unpleaſant effect upon him, if 
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were the right plan of human life, we 
ſhould all become monks and nuns, ſhut 


ourſelves . up from all ſociety, and. conſe- 


quently from the proper duties of it. But 
then we ſhould find that our conſtant in- 
ing about death had not at all contributed to 
the. proper preparation for it. - We: ſhould 
incur .the ſentence of, the othful, though 


not that of the wicked ſervant, and by no 


means that of the good and faithful one. We 
came into the - world -to do ſomething, and 


not to dp nothing, to ac, and not merely 
to think, And if we act at all, we muſt at- 
tend to what we are about, or we {hall never 


do it as it ought to be done. 


We ſee, then, that there is nothing to be 
regretted with reſpect to the ſuddenneſs of 


death, but that, on the contrary, if we live 


ſo as that we ſhall have no reaſon. to fear 
to die, the more unexpected it comes the 
better. 


3. The place, the manner, and other cir- 
cumſtances of our deaths, are of little mo- 
ment. Mr. Robinſon died at a diſtance 
from his family; and this, no doubt, would 


he 
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he had foreſeen the approach of death, and 
had had any directions to give about the diſ- 
poſal of his affairs. But this, every prudent 
man will do in good time, in health, and at 
leiſure. This being ſuppoſed, and all appre- 
henſion of dying being precluded, his dying 
from home would make no difference, except 
to his friends. Let us die wherever we 
may, and let us be diſpoſed of as thoſe who 
happen to be about us may think proper, 
we ſhall all meet at the general ſummons 
at the laſt day. Whether we riſe again from 
the remoteſt parts of the earth, or from 
the bottom of the ſea ;; whether we be con- 
ſumed by fire, or devoured by beaſts, birds; 
or worms, it will make no difference. We 
have no occaſion to inquire into the means 
by which God will effect his purpoſe of 
raiſing mankind from the dead. He that 
has promiſed is able to perform. The reſur- 
rection of Chriſt from a ſtate of actual un- 
_ queſtionable death, is a ſure pledge of ours. 
That was a real miracle, requiring a power 
equal to that of creation, and our reſtora- 
tion to life cannot require more. 


4. The fear of death is much increaſed by 
ſuperſtition, and ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſhould 


not 
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not be regarded as an evil. It is an im- 
Portant part of the preſent ſyſtem, that men, 
as well as other animals, ſhould live #7» ſuc- 
ceſſion, and that the individuals ſhould not 
continue upon the ſtage beyond a limited, 
though uncertain time. By this means the 
improvement of the whole ſpecies, and of 
the world, is provided for. As human na- 
ture is conſtituted, the ſame perſons, always 
carrying about with them the ſame Habits, 
and prejudices, acquired in early life, would 
make very {flow advances in knowledge, com- 
pared with thoſe that may be expected of 
the young, who have fewer prejudices, and 
whoſe minds are more impreſſible than they 
become afterwards. And yet we cannot 
doubt but that this tendency to fixedneſs, 
with reſpect to ſentiments and character, is 
another wiſe part of the ſame ſyſtem. We 
ſhould be greatly diſappointed, and at a loſs 
how to act, if we did not find our friends, 
and our enemies too, in a great meaſure the 
fame to-morrow that they were to-day. It 
would be like an unexpected change in the 
properties of any other ſubſtances in nature. 


Death, being the certain lot of all, ſhould | 


not, however, be lamented as a particular 
evil. 
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evil. The greateſt, the wiſeſt, Oo the beſt 
of our ſpecies, are not exempted from it; ſo 
that it is no mark of the divine diſpleaſure. 
The pain attending it, in itſelf conſidered, 

is, I doubt. not, far leſs than we are apt to 
imagine. A death properly natural, or from 
mere age (though it muſt be acknowledged 
there are not many inſtances of it) I am 
confident, from facts known to myſelf, is no 
more painful than going to fleep. When 
perſons die by diſeaſe, there 1s ſufficient rea- 
ſon to think that the laſt moments are gene- 
rally the leaſt painful ; and what men ſuffer 
from diſeaſe we moſt of us know already. _ 


The generality of mankind, who are fully 
employed in their ſeveral occupations, ſuffer 
very little from the dread of death. It is 
chiefly nurſed by ſuperſtition, and the too 
buſy imaginations of perſons who are too 
much at their eaſe, and who mix together 
things that. can never meet. The man who 
thinks of any thing that takes place after he 
has expired, ſuch as his being laid out, the 
coffin, the funeral ceremonies, the cloſe and 
dark grave, &c. thinks of what he cannot 


know * think of when he is dead. All 
| that 


16 ON THE DEATH OF 


that he will recolle& is, that he ſhut his 
eyes on this world, and opened them again 
(to his apprehenſion immediately after) at the 
general reſurrection. To him all that is in- 
termediate, be the interval in itſelf ever fo 
long, will be nothing at all. He will ſeem 
to awake from a perfectly nne. 


If death be not naturally derte to 
mam, is it ſtill leſs ſo to the chriſtian? To 
him death has no Hing, and the grave no vic- 
tory. To him it is a moment of triumph and 
exultation. To him it muſt appear to be 
very improperly called death; ſince it is the 
gate, or paſſage, to a new and better /;fe. 
To him it is, therefore, more properly a 
birth. It is a death not to him, but to his 
pains, infirmities, and imperfections, bodily 
and mental. And who would not wiſh to 
get rid of them? It is an exchange of an 
imperfect for a more perfect ſtate, an exchange 
of the ſociety (at leaſt occaſional ſociety) of 
the vicious and troubleſome, for that of the 
virtuous and friendly. For heaven is a ſtate 
into which nothing unclean can enter. The 
new heavens and the new earth will be the 
| abode of the righteous only. And if the 
future 
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future world, in itſelf conſidered, ſhould be 
no better than the preſent, would not this 
_ circumſtance alone make it a heaven to us? 


6. The change of our condition by death 
may not be ſo great as we are apt to imagine. 
As our natures will not be changed, but only 
improved, we have no reaſon to think that the 
future world (which will be adapted to our 
merely improved nature) will be materially 
different from this. And, indeed, why 
ſhould we aſk, or expect, any thing more ? 
If we ſhould ſtill be obliged to provide for 
our ſubſiſtence by exerciſe, or labour; is that 
a thing to be complained of, by thoſe who 
are ſuppoſed to have acquired fixed habits of 
induſtry, becoming rational beings, and who 
have never been able to bear the languor of 
abſolute reſt, or indolence? Our future hap- 
pineſs has, with much reaſon, been ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from an increaſe of knowledge. But 
if we ſhould have nothing more than the 
means of knowledge furniſhed us, as we have 
here, but be left to our own labour to find 1t 
out ; is that to-be complained of, by thoſe 
who will have acquired both a love of truth, 
and a habit of 7nquiring after it? To make 
diſcoveries ourſelves, though the ſearch re- 
quire time and labour, is unſpeakably more 
D- pleaſing 
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pleaſing than to learn every thing by the; in- 
formation of others. If the immortality that 
is promiſed to us in the goſpel, ſhould not 
be neceſſary and abſolute, and we ſhould only 
have the certain means of making ourſelves 
immortal, we ſhould have much to be thank- 
ful for. What the ſcriptures inform us 
concerning a future life is expreſſed in gene- 
ral terms, and often in figurative language. 
A more particular knowledge of it 1s wiſely 
concealed from us. In whatever 1t be that 
the happineſs of heaven conſiſts, as it is the 
free gift of God by Jeſus Chriſt, it will exceed 
every thing to which we could, by any a_ | 


of ours, lay a proper claim. 


Our accented friend was a moſt laborious 
inquirer after truth, but as that conſtituted a 
great part of his happineſs here, ſo it may do 
hereafter. We can only wiſh to begin in a 
future world as we end here. A ſtate of con- 
tinual 7mprovement is infinitely more pleaſing 
than any fixed ſtate whatever, to ſuch beings 
as we are. 


Let us, then, neither indulge our fears 
with reſpect to death, nor our hopes with re- 
ſpect to the ſtate beyond it, too much. Let 
us fear God, and we need no other fear. Let 
us love virtue, and enure ourſelves to the prac- 

tice 
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tice of it, and we ſhall have ſufficient ground 

of hope. Let us remember that we are men, 

and not angels; and look for a l 
ſuited to human nature. 


As many * you are, in a great meaſure, 
ſtrangers to Mr. Robinſon, whoſe death has 
been the occaſion of this diſcourſe, you will 
naturally wiſh to have ſome information con- 
cerning him. But of him, as of moſt literary 
men, much 1s not to be known. 


He was a wonderful example of a man 
riſing to conſiderable eminence by his own 
exertions. His education was no other than 
that of a grammar ſchool, and his firſt 
ſerious turn was given to him by the 
preaching of Mr. Whitfield. But he gra- 
dually devoted himſelf wholly to the work 
of the miniſtry among the Baptiſts, and 
in the diſcharge of the duties of it, eſpeci- 
ally in his labours among the lower ranks 
of people, he greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf. 
What you ſaw and heard of him here would 
give you no idea of what he had been. For 
the diſorder to which he had been more than 
a year ſubject, and which, it is ſaid, was 
brought on by intenſe, and I may ſay intem- 
PAIR, N to ſtudy, had weakened his 

D 2 © mind, 


— — 


———Ä——— — — — — — 1 k i > 7 — = = 8 = — ÞgS . r ” 2 
— —— -- — — 2 — — 5 2 2 


— 
_— 


— 
— 


— —— — 


! 

: 

1/18 

: 

* | - 

*1 

6 : 

. 

14 

: : 

tl 
f 

: 


20 - ON THE DEATH OF 


mind, as well as his body, and, as 1s always 
the caſe, much more than he was himſelf 
aware of ; though he ſtill retained a fluency 
of ſpeech, and a command of language, that 


few can boaſt. When he was in his prime, 


he uſed, without any art, or oſtentation of 
oratory, perfectly to command the attention 
of his audience; and, always ſpeaking extem- 
fore, he could vary his ſtyle and addreſs ac- 
cording to his hearers, in a manner that 
was truly wonderful. His writings diſcover 
equal powers of imagination, and of judg- 
ment. His Sermons, preached in the villages 
near Combridge, are remarkable for their 
plainneſs and propriety. But at the time that 
they were compoſed he had not acquired all 
the ſentiments that he had before he died. 


What moſt of all diſtinguiſhed Mr. Ro- 
binſon was his earneſt love of truth, and his 
laborious ſearch after it. Educated in Cal- 
viniſtic principles, he was the greateſt part of 
his life very zealous in the propagation of 
them. I myſelf remember hearing him many 


years ago explaining the Calviniſtic doctrine 


of juſtification, to a crouded and very atten- 
tive audience in London. Mr. Lindſey's re- 
ſignation of his living in the church of Eng- 
land, and his writings in defence of unita- 


rianiſm, 
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rianiſm, exciting a good deal of attention, 
Mr. Robinſon publiſhed a book entitled & 
#lea for the divinity of Chriſt, one of the moſt 
plauſible of the treatiſes on that fide of the 
queſtion, and the only one that Mr. Lind- 
ſey thought proper to reply to. For this 
work Mr. Robinſon was very much careſſed 
by the friends of the eſtabliſhed church; and 
on this account, I believe it was, that he had 
the offer of confiderable preferment in the 
church of England, which, however, with 
great magnanimity, he rejected. 


| Notwithſtanding his long attachment to 
the doctrine of the trinity; yet continuing 
to read and think on the ſubject, he came 
at length to change his opinion, and be- 
fore he died he was one of the moſt zealous 
unitarians . The ſubject of the divine unity 


* have the happineſs to think that this important change 
in Mr. Robinſon's ſentiments was, in ſome meaſure, occa- 
honed by my own writings. For in the only letter that I 
ever received from him (which was in anſwer to one that I 
was deſired to write, in order to invite him to preach our 
charity ſermon) he ſays, what, without mentioning his 
name, I have already quoted in the Preface to my Letters to 
Mr. Burn, note, p. 9. I am indebted to you for the little I 
* know of rational defenſible Chriſtianity. But for your 
friendly aid I fear I ſhould have gone from enthiſiaſm to 
« deiſm; but a faith founded upon evidence reſts on a rock.“ 


was 
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was generally uppermoſt in his mind, and he 
urged it not only in ſeaſon, but as you would 
obſerve, even oz? of ſeaſon. Such, alſo, was 
his power of perſuaſion, ſuch the excellence 
of his character, and the juſt eſteem in which 
he was held, that, in time, his congregation 
came almoſt univerſally to embrace his opi- 
nions, as I was myſelf informed about a 
year ago, by one of them, who had himſelf 
been a trinitarian, but who was then an uni- 
tarian. 


Mr. Robinſon has long been diſtinguiſhed 
as a writer; and his zeal as a diſſenter ſoon 
brought upon him the peculiar indignation 
of the friends of the eſtabliſhment. Upon 

every occaſion of any thing being brought 
before parliament in favour of the diſſen- 
ters, his Plan of Lectures on the Principles of 
Non-conformity (which I would take this op- 
portunity of recommending to you) has ne- 
ver failed to be produced by our enemies, as 
an evidence of our hoſtile intentions with re- 
ſpect to the eſtabliſhed church. But it 1s no 
proof of the excellence of that eſtabliſhment, 
that ſo acute an obſerver as Mr. Robinſon, 
and who, I bcheve, had himſelf been a mem- 
ber of it, ſhould come to think ſo ill of it. 
gevere as his cenſures are, I have no doubt of 
= their 
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their being perfectly juſt ; and in matters of 
religion, there is certainly no room for com- 
plaiſance. Let every thing of this nature be 
moſt rigorouſly examined, and let it ſtand or 
fall by its own merit. 


I would particularly recommend to your 
imitation Mr. Robinſon's exemplary conduct 
in the education that he gave to his numer- 
ous family, not only in religion, but in all 
branches of uſeful knowledge ; by no means 
neglecting his daughters. To their under- 
ſtandings his good ſenſe taught him to give 
the ſame cultivation as to thoſe of his ſons, 
that 1s, the higheſt of which they were cap- 
able. Getting over a vulgar and debaſing 
prejudice (that women, being deſigned for 
domeſtic cares, ſhould be taught nothing 
beyond them) and finding his daughters cap- 
able of 1t, he himſelf taught them the learned 
and the modern languages, and he got them 
inſtructed by others in mathematics and phi- 
loſophy. Certainly, the minds of women 
are capable of the ſame improvement, and the 
ſame furniture, as thoſe of men; and it is of 
importance that, when they have leiſure, they 
ſhould have the ſame reſource in reading, and 
the ſame power of inſtructing the world by 
writing, that men have; and that if they be 

mothers, 


24 ON THE DEATH, &c. 


mothers, they be capable of aſſiſting in the 
inſtruction of their children; to which they 
have generally more opportunity to attend 
than the fathers. 


ener proper for his ſtation, and for 
the public, Mr. Robinſon was moft abundant. 
In this let us imitate him. Whatever our re- 
ſpective callings may be, let us like him faith- 
fully and aſſiduouſly diſcharge the duties of 
them. Our maſter is now abſent, but he 
will in due time make his appearance. May 
we ſo conduct ourſelves, as not to be aſhamed 
before him at his coming. Warned, more 
eſpecially, by the /uddenneſs of the death of 
Mr. Robinſon, and that of many others of 
which we are continually hearing, let us ſee 
that we be always ready; ſince at ſuch an hour 
as we think not the ſon of man may come. 


/ DEGL 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THOUGH: this diſcourſe is ſaid to be 
publiſhed at the requeſt of Mr. Robinſon's 
family, it may be proper to obſerve, that 
this was only in the letter mentioned in the 
Preface, which was written even before it 
was delivered, and therefore by no means 
implies their approbation of the particulars 
contained in it. I have ſince found that 
ſome things advanced in it, require to be 
corrected. 


Mr. Robindit was educated under the 
Rev. Joſeph Brett, at Scarning in Norfolk, 
where the late Mr. Norris, the preſent Lord 
High Chancellor, and moſt of the gentlemen 
of that county, received the rudiments of 
learning. There Mr. Robinſon was taught 
the Latin, Greek, and French languages, and 
he was a great favourite with his maſter, on 
account of his © large capacity, uncommon 
genius, and refined taſte,” which were 
the words his maſter uſed when ſpeaking of 


him at twelve years of age. He added, that 
| « he 
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he expected great honour from him in 
« future life.” This was when Mr. Robin- 
ſon was intended for the church; and it 
does not appear that he was ever engaged in 


bu ſineſs . 


Though there is no doubt of Mr. Robin- 
ſon having been an unitarian, and of the 
greater (and eſpecially the younger) part of 
his congregation having become ſo, during 
his miniſtry, it was not the conſequence of 
his preaching the unitarian doctrine openly, 
but in an incidental, but ſuch as proved to 
be the moſt effectual, manner. What is ſaid 
of his ſentiments and conduct in this diſ- 
courſe was ſuggeſted chiefly by what was 
ſeen of him at Birmingham. 


